
The weekly newsletter of St Bartholomew’s School. 

HEADTEACHER’S 
MESSAGE 
This term started very 
positively in September 
after the successful House 
Centenary Celebrations in 
the summer and the 
tremendous A level and 
GCSE outcomes in 
August, which as well as 

placing us as the leading school in the locality 
has placed St Bart’s in the top 2-3% of mixed 
non-selective schools in terms of progress, 
which is outstanding. 

Over this term, students have continued to 
work extremely hard; our newest Year 7 
students have started strongly and Year 11 and 
12 have survived their practice examinations.  
I would like to congratulate all these students 
on their achievements and thank everyone for 
their support that has led to this term being as 
successful as the last. 

Throughout the term there have been many 
highlights, including most recently the whole 
school production of Grease, House Music, the 
Dance Show and House Evenings which all 
showcased the exceptional talent we have in 
school. 

Moving towards the Christmas holiday we 
have enjoyed Christmas Parties, Christmas 
Dinner, Christmas Jumper Day and our annual 
Carol Service at St Nicolas’ Church on 
Monday which was a joyful and poignant 
occasion. 

Sadly, at the end of term we are saying 
goodbye to Mrs Sims, Deputy Headteacher, 

who is retiring after 19 years at St Bart’s.  Mrs 
Sims has contributed much to the leadership of 
the school and the House system and 
supported so many 
students and families 
over the years and 
she will be sorely 
missed.  We thank 
Mrs Sims for her 
significant 
contribution to St 
Bart’s during her 
time at the school 
and wish her well in 
her retirement. 

We are also saying goodbye to Mrs Plenty, 
Head of Textiles and Miss Soltero Ibanez, 
Teacher of Spanish.  We wish them every 
success for the future. 

Finally, I would like to wish you all a happy 
and peaceful Christmas.  It remains a very 
great privilege to play a part in the education 
of the child you entrusted to us. 

Julia Mortimore, Headteacher 

FINAL DAY OF TERM 
Thursday 20 December 

Students will be dismissed from 
12.30pm. 
There will be no canteen service.  (Any 
student requiring refreshments should bring 
them to school). 

Students should take home all belongings; 
no bags/books/papers should remain in 
school over the holiday. 
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HOW TO BE MORE 
ENVIRONMENTALLY 

FRIENDLY 

Tip of the week from the Eco Club 

Use your microwave; microwaves use 2.5 
times less energy than a conventional oven 

HOW TO HAVE AN ECO-
FRIENDLY CHRISTMAS! 
This week in Eco-club, we discussed ways to 
make Christmas more eco-friendly, hopefully 
these small changes will help make an impact 
during the season where waste is most 
prevalent.  

Wrapping Paper: 
Issue: Often plastic coated and contains glitter 
Solutions:  
 Reuse paper from gifts you receive
 Use brown paper instead of plastic coated

wrapping paper
 Wrap multiple gifts as one to save paper.

Heating:  
Issue: Uses masses of energy 
Solutions:  
 Turn down the heating and wear a

jumper(s) 
 Invest in a log burner to heat your home.

Food: 
Issue: Often a lot of wasted food and non-
recyclable packaging  
Solutions:  
 Keep leftovers for another meal
 Try not to over cater for the amount of

people eating
 Make your own, therefore using less

packaging.

Christmas Lights:  
Issue: uses up a lot of energy 
Solution: 
 Put lights on a timer or use an app to turn

off the lights during the day.

Calendar 

KS5 Awards 
Evening (Y13: 
’17-18’)  

Weds 19 
Dec 

Hall 7.00pm 

END OF 
TERM 

Thurs 20 
Dec 

Students 
dismissed at 
12:30pm, see pg 1 

STUDENT 
TERM 
BEGINS 

Mon 7 Jan 

Musical 
Extravaganza 
Rehearsal 

Tues 8 Jan Hall – 6pm 

Ski Trip 
Information 
Evening 

Thurs 10 
Jan 

5.30pm 

Y11 Art visit Fri 11 Jan Tate Britain, 
London – all day 

CCF Sunday 
Walk 2 

Sun 13 Jan 8.30am–4.00pm 

View all school events in our online calendar, 
click here to go straight there 

EVERS’ FUNDRAISING 
Well done to 
10E1 on 
raising a 
well-earned 
£88 with 
their cake 
sale. 

Mia Harding 
did an outstanding job in organising and 
baking for her cake sale, she raised well over 
£70.00. Congratulations Mia and thank you! 

https://www.stbarts.co.uk/about-2/term-calendar/
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EVERS’ AWARDS 
Awards so far this year go to 

Bronze: Callum Somerville 

Gold: Abi Scott, Sophie Cunningham, Maisie 
Lainsbury, Connor Beckett, Henry Garrety, 
Adam Edwards, Ben Kaesser, Olive Wallace, 
Matthew Pinfold, Maya Mellor, Johann 
Mascarenhas 

House Colours: Matty Opitek 

A very special mention goes to Lucy Shrivell 
who has been awarded her Platinum Award 
for her continued commitment to Evers House, 
well done Lucy and congratulations!! 

WINTER BALL 

On Friday 23 November, the hall was turned 
into a winter wonderland for the annual Sixth 
Form Winter Ball. It was a huge success and a 
great opportunity for students to relax and 
relieve pressures from exams and school work. 
The hall was very well decorated after hours of 
work from student volunteers and many people 
had a lot of fun in the photobooth. One of our 
students, Joe Wordley, put on an amazing 
show as the guest DJ and made sure that 
everyone had a fantastic time. Overall, it was a 
great night and was enjoyed by everyone. 
Thanks to the staff who supported the event 
and the students who helped decorate and set 
up the sound system. 

Marc Jenner, 13C1, 
Deputy Head Boy 

POSITIVITREE 
On Friday afternoon, we laid a paved area 
around the Positivitree in the Heritage Garden. 
The tree was planted in the school Nature 
Reserve in May 2017 to provide a haven for 
anyone who needs some quiet space. The 
school officers have ordered some benches for 
seating in the area, but before these can be 
installed we needed to lay some slabs. 

Dr Fitter instructed us in the art of cement 
mixing and there were some tense moments at 
the end when we thought the final slabs might 
not make a circle, but we think the end result 
is quite impressive! 

Thanks to Dr Fitter for organising us and the 
Parents’ Association for their generous 
funding of this project. 

Archie Awford, Emily Carr, Marc Jenner, 
Harriet Atherton, Teddy Drangazhov 

 and Rosie Wallis, Year 13 

LOCAL AUTHORITY 
CONSULTATION 
West Berkshire Council are seeking your 
views on proposed changes to admission 
arrangements for West Berkshire schools for 
2020/21. Please read more about the 
consultation and take part by following this 
link. 
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“A CHRISTMAS CAROL” 
On Friday 7 December we were lucky enough 
to get tickets to see “A Christmas Carol” at the 
Old Vic in London.  When we arrived at the 
Old Vic some of us were in the dress circle 
and some in the Lilian Baylis circle, which is 
the top tier of the theatre. 

There were two acts with an interval in the 
middle where you could buy ice 
cream and snacks. They were also handing out 
free satsumas and mince pies.   

The show was great, considering that it was 
such a small stage the story was portrayed very 
well given the area they had to work in. There 
were doors on the stage that the performers 
could go through and they used suitcases to 
make desks for Scrooge. 

I really 
enjoyed 
the whole 
day. We 
were a bit 
higher up 
on the 
coach 
so we got 
to see a 

lot of lights and decorations in all the shop 
windows, it looked very festive. 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to be 
able to experience such a great show.  

Ben Pointer 8C1 

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY 
Well done to everyone who took part in 
Christmas Jumper Day last week, including 
these sixth formers pictured below. We raised 
£487.81 for Save the Children. Thank you. 

Keep up to date with school news! 
Click on the images to go to… 

https://twitter.com/St_Barts_School
https://www.facebook.com/stbartsnewbury/

