
 
 
 

  

The Floating Castle 
 

Aincrad 

                                                                           

An impossibly huge castle of rock and iron, floating in an endless expanse of sky. 

That is the entirety of this world. 

A tireless, month-long survey by a team of fanatical experts found that the base floor of the 
fortress was more than six miles in diameter, just large enough to fit the entire Setagaya 
ward of Tokyo inside. And considering the one hundred floors stacked one on top of the 
other, the sheer vastness of the structure surpassed the imagination. It was impossible to 
estimate the total amount of data it all represented. 

Inside the castle were several bustling cities, countless smaller towns and villages, forests, 
plains, and lakes. Only one staircase connected each floor to those adjacent it, and these 
staircases were located within dangerous mazes filled with monsters. It was difficult just 
finding them, much less reaching them, but once someone had cleared the stairs and arrived 
at a major city the next floor up, a teleport gate linking the two floors would open in every 
city below, allowing all players instantaneous travel among the various levels of the castle. 

It was thus that, over two long years, its inhabitants slowly but steadily conquered this giant 
fortress. The current human frontier is the seventy-fourth floor. 

The castle’s name is Aincrad, a floating world of blade and battle with about six thousand 
human beings trapped within. Otherwise known as— 

 

Sword Art Online. 



 

Once you have logged-on, you will 
receive a friendly announcement from 
the developer of the NerveGear and 
Sword Art Online, Akihiko Kayaba: 
 
My name is Akihiko Kayaba. I am currently the one and only person who can control 
Sword Art Online. I’m sure that by now most of you have noticed that the log-out 
button on the main menu is missing and is preventing you from returning to the real 
world. However, this is by no means a mistake. 

I repeat, it is not a mistake but a feature of the true Sword Art Online. You are all 
unable to log out of SAO, and nobody in the real world can remove the NerveGear off 
your head or interrupt its operation. Turning the power off is not an option, as the 
NerveGear has an internal battery, which is makes up a third of the weight.  

Should removal be attempted, a powerful burst of microwave radiation emitted from 
a transmitter in the NerveGear, which is the same one that helps you experience 
‘Full-Dive’ VR, will destroy your brain, thus ending your life.  

Unfortunately, it is certainly possible that a player’s family or friends will ignore this 
warning and attempt to forcefully remove the NerveGear. As proof of this, 213 
players have retired from the both this virtual world and the real world. 

News of my warning and the numerous victims has been spread worldwide. Thus, it 
should be safe to say that the danger of removal attempts has become minimal. I 
hope you will all be at ease and focus on completing the game. 

But I’d like you all to keep this in mind. All methods of revival in the game will no 
longer function. If your HP hits zero, your avatar will perish for eternity, and at that 
moment, the NerveGear will destroy your game.  

There is only one condition you must meet to be free: The completion of this game. 
You are currently on the first floor, the lowest point in Aincrad. If you conquer a 
floor’s dungeon and defeat the Floor Boss, you may continue up to the next one. 
Assuming you manage to defeat the final boss on floor 100, the game will be 
considered cleared, and you will be logged out, being returned to reality. 

I look forward to seeing who amongst you defeats the Final Boss. 

That is all. 

Good Luck. 

 
Map of some of the floors (The 

first few are 
in your map 
directory; 
these are for 
the floors 
above) 
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Kanchenjunga guide 
Kanchenjunga is the highest mountain in India and the third 
highest in the world at 8586 metres. The mountain lies on 
the India Nepal border in a section of the Himalayas called 
the Kanchenjunga Himal. The name Kanchenjunga translates 
to “the five treasures of the snow” due to the fact that 
Kanchenjunga has five peaks and is often regarded as one of 
the most beautiful mountains in the world. First summited on 
the 25th of May 1955, Kanchenjunga was the sixth mountain 
above 8000 metres to be climbed. However, the summit of 
Kanchenjunga is sacred, and it is believed that if someone 
steps foot on the summit, it will unleash hell on Earth. 
Because of this, the International Climbing and 
Mountaineering Federation (UIAA) recognises that a 
successful summit is being 6 feet from the summit.  

Not everyone who visits Kanchenjunga climbs it. There are a 
lot of hiking spots in the foothills of the mountain and some 
people just come to take a picture of Kanchenjunga in all its 
glory.  



Dear Mrs Austin Smith

I would like to say that Ive had a 
wonderful time on holiday but no, I have 
been visiting the Hunger Games Arena in 
the City of Panem. 

I have not been lying on a sun bed I have 
been running through the forest trying to 
get away from the fire and the career 
tributes, luckily I ran into a cave where I 
met Katniss Everdeen and Peeta Mellark. 
We made an alliance so that we can work 
together to defeat the other tributes. 
Tomorrow we are going to search for 
food, unfortunately there are no 
restaurants here! So Katniss is going to 
hunt with her bow and arrow she is really 
good at archery, since being in the arena I 
have learnt to use a sword so I will help 
hunt with that.

Hope that the games are over soon and 
then I can go back to school!


May the odds be ever in your favour

Harry Godwin 

 HUNGERGAMES        ARENA                                Postcard 



Dear Katie, 
 
I hope that you have enjoyed plunging into the 
pages of my world. It was a nightmare, wasn’t it? At 
least I had Viola to help me. Prentisstown is the 
village made by the devil. They killed all of the 
women folk, and for what? So that everyone could 
read each other’s minds, and men could hear 
everyone’s thoughts, and no one could keep their 
secrets to themselves? Any man that opposed the 
male army of Prentisstown were slaughtered. Men, 
honourable men killed my Mother and then went on 
about their lives. How dare they!  
 
Sorry for having a bit of a rant. It is just that so 
much has happened in the past weeks that have 
changed my life dramatically. Everything I had 
known has vanished leaving me with nothing but a 
thirst to avenge my poor Manche. I am so sorry, for 
leaving Manche there with Aaron, but it was 
Manche or Viola. I know that you burst into tears 
when the knife took his life. I can’t sleep at night 
knowing that I left my faithful dog to die as Viola 
and I escaped Aaron’s clasp. The squelch of 
Manche’s inside made me squirm inside my skin. 
The knife will haunt me forever, even in my grave.  
 

We are finally safe now, but I am still on edge. I am 
still in shock, but I know that no one can harm me 
now. Am I a dreadful person? I was so glad to see 
Aaron in unimaginable pain. It was a bit of- how 
might the people of the 21st century say it- karma. 
What goes around, comes around; usually at the 
time you least expect it. I felt a sense of relief when 
I saw his wounded carcase lying there, helplessly.  
 
If anything good has come out of this catastrophe, it 
is that have learnt about my villages unspeakable 
crimes. Actually, I lied. Something else good has 
happened through this chain of unfortunate events. I 
have found out how kind people in other villages 
are. I vow to help anyone who is in need of my 
hand, just as strangers have done for me. Keep me 
to that promise, will you Katie? 
 
Thank you for supporting my story, 
Todd from the Knife of Never Letting Go by Patrick 
Ness.  
 



	

	
	
	

	
 

  

 



Novel House

Book Tree Lane
Story time  Avenue

Dear Mrs Randal of  CHRONICLE WAY,

I hope you are enjoying a magical time in Hogwarts- I certainly have had one busy holiday 
around Book Kingdom! I must say first though, that I definitely do owe a re-visit to Hogwarts, 
after all, it is one extraordinary place.

Over these few months I have enjoyed re-visiting Spectrum Spy Agency itself with Ruby 
Redfort- I took notes in her 627th yellow notebook and ate some delicious donuts at the diner! I 
also took my first visit ever to the forgotten territories in ‘The Girl Of Ink And Stars’, and 
it’s a good job its called that it’s so spooky! Eventually though, we did save the island from 
decaying. My next visit was to an American senior school in ‘One Of Us Is Lying’, there 
was a horrific murder- or was it even a murder?? After all that was uncovered I travelled all 
the way to a campsite where I spent some time with Nancy Drew, but not long into the trip 
another mystery was in need of being solved… 

As a break from mystery holidays, I saved up on train tickets to get to Plumfield, where I was 
kindly greeted by Meg, Jo, Amy and Beth in ‘little women’. We had a lovely time going to 
parties, sewing, writing, drawing and playing the piano! Until, sadly it was time to go; then I 
decided to re-visit Anne Frank in her own world of lockdown which made me feel very fortunate 
that our lockdown hasn’t been that hard. 

After that, I wanted to go further afield and visit Egypt where I took a boat along the Nile only to 
be greeted with yet another murder! This time, Hercule Poirot helped me out in solving the 
mystery. My next trip was more local, but felt like a tropical island on the Isles of Scilly! I had a 
good time uncovering a forgotten story in ‘Listen To The Moon’.

After all that, it turned out I was called for again to the American senior school from 
‘One Of Us Is Lying’ to uncover 2 more unfortunate series of events- ‘One Of Us Is 
Next’ and ‘Two Can Keep A secret’. 

This is all I’ve got up to in my travels, but I certainly have had the most wonderful time in Book 
Kingdom and I can’t wait to visit even more places! 

Thank You,

Katya Burgess 7D2

Chronicle Way
D1a Ry19






