
 

 

            8 January 2021 

Dear Students, Parents and Carers 

 

You will shortly be receiving a message from us containing your child’s timetable for live lessons which 

will apply from Monday 11 January. The message will also contain the instructions as to how to 

interpret which lessons will be live lessons and which will involve students accessing independent work 

via the Show My Homework portal. The rest of this letter explains the rationale behind our approach.  

Please can we ask you to read this letter very carefully but be aware that information on all lessons - 

both live and remote - will continue to be shared via Satchel:One (SMHW). 

 

Over the Christmas period, we were made aware that there would be some remote learning in January. 

We immediately made plans based on the expectation that this would be a short intense burst of remote 

learning before all students returned to school on January 18th. 

 

As you will be aware, the position has now changed considerably and with a full and sustained 

lockdown upon us, from January 11th we are rolling out our full remote learning plan as shared with 

parents last term as outlined on our microsite. The intense programme of 100% live lessons was only 

ever intended to be a short-term measure. There was no formal indication of a longer lockdown, and as 

we did not have sufficient notice to put our full remote learning in place this week and in the interests of 

clarity, a straightforward comprehensive live model was the right option in the short-term. This model is 

not sustainable for the longer lockdown that we now face. We are confident that a balanced model of 

live and independent is more effective from a pedagogical point of view and we feel that from a 

wellbeing standpoint, it gives more variety and balance for students, allowing for greater student 

progress. We are absolutely committed to providing 100% lesson coverage and this comfortably exceeds 

the expectations that the government have placed on us (4 hours per day). In the Sixth Form, we will 

also be setting Independent Study tasks that will stretch students beyond work covered in lessons (both 

live and independent).  

 

In addition to this we now have a statutory requirement to also have provision in school for students of 

critical/key workers and vulnerable students. Therefore teachers are required to staff and deliver to this 

provision in school as well as deliver lessons remotely which puts more demands on our teaching 

resource and hence all lessons cannot be of a live nature. 

 

While this decision has been driven by what is in the best interests of all our students, it is worth noting 

that since the original announcement was made when we put the short-term 100% live provision in 

place, the landscape has changed very considerably for teachers. Primary Schools were to remain open 

but with this week's announcement, staff with their own children will now be trying to juggle their home 

learning responsibilities with the delivery of lessons. By having a mixed programme, those colleagues 

will be able to balance their time to provide live lessons to our students with their own family 

responsibilities, and will be able to work on marking and the planning of independent remote lessons in 

their evenings. 

 

Yours faithfully 

      
Ms J Mortimore     Dr D Fitter 

Headteacher      Co-Headteacher 

https://sites.google.com/stbarts.co.uk/stbartsremotelearning/home

