
 
Key Stage 3 – Years 7&8 

 

Drama 
 
Year 7 Outline   
 
Drama in Year 7 will focus on building your basic performance and characterisation skills 
as well as developing your confidence, teamwork and problem solving skills.  Students will 
be introduced to both improvisation and scripted performance, using stimuli to inspire 
practical work.    
 
Students will discover the history of Drama and Theatre, by exploring Greek Theatre and 
the elements involved in both tragedy and comedy performances.  Building on this 
knowledge, students will further develop understanding of character, relationships, 
communication and space whilst using the superhero genre as a stimulus.   
 
Year 8 Outline   
 
Drama in Year 8 will develop the skills gained in Year 7 and extend their performance 
skills with both vocal and physical characterisation techniques, using extracts from the 
contrasting characters of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl. Students will 
explore how language can be used and interpreted in theatre to communicate a meaning to 
an audience. The use of language will be explored through a variety of Shakespearian plays 
which will be adapted to suit a contemporary audience. To complete the year, students will 
focus on movement, relationships in space and building a visual narrative through physical 
theatre.  Students will use the working methods of theatre companies such as Frantic 
Assembly who promote physical storytelling and visual aesthetic. 
 
Group/Class structure 
 
You will study Drama in your tutor group and receive one lesson per week, for three half 
terms. You will then rotate and take part in Dance for the remainder of the year. In Drama 
lessons, you will have the opportunity to work with a variety of different individuals from 
your tutor group each week. Students will explore some solo, paired and larger group 
practical work whilst in Year 7 and 8.   
 
 
Teaching & Learning Style 
 
In Drama lessons, we work practically every single lesson to encourage active participation 
in the learning. There is an expectation that individuals will get involved in the creation, 
performance and evaluation of live theatrical performance and you will have the 
opportunity of working in a range of roles within lessons, including acting, directing and 
designing. 
 



Assessment 
 
All students will receive a progress booklet, which helps keep students on target for 
achievement, highlighting individual strengths and weaknesses.  Each topic consists of a 
personal learning checklist, a list of keywords and success criteria for that specific topic. 
At the end of every term, students are assessed on their knowledge and development of 
their newly acquired skills. This is usually in the form of a performance, but your role 
within the performance may differ and can include technical elements including lighting 
and sound.   
 
 
 
Opportunities beyond the classroom 
Students can get involved in a weekly Drama club for KS3 students, whereby we will 
explore a range of stories, characters and stimuli in order to develop our Drama skills and 
have fun. Drama club helps to improve confidence, make friends, build relationships, 
connect with other like minded individuals, teamwork, problem solving and performance 
skills. We will play Drama games as well as perform short scenes, which lead to a final 
performance showcase. 
 
We also offer an improvisation club. This is run by our Year 12 subject reps and open to all 
that would like to take part in some fun improvisation exercises or enjoy watching some 
exciting performances whilst you build up the courage to join in. 
 
Year 8 students can also get involved in House Drama, which usually runs from December 
to March. Year 12 students write and direct a performance, with Year 8 and Year 10 
students performing all the roles. This is presented in the Hall during an evening of live 
entertainment, with a guest judge who chooses the overall House winner.   
 
Students in both Year 7 and 8 can get involved in our annual faculty musical production or 
talent showcase. This usually takes place in December and can range from a full scale 
musical production involving the whole school, to smaller group performances in a 
showcase entertainment evening. This is a wonderful opportunity to show your 
commitment to the Arts, make new friends and make memories that will last a lifetime. 
 
Throughout the year we’ll have opportunities for students to go and see live theatre 
performances both in local theatres and the West End. Performances range from musical 
theatre to theatre in education, physical theatre and even mime.   
 
We also have opportunities for theatre companies to come into school and run 
performances/workshops for our Year 7 and 8 students to enjoy from the comfort of our 
own Hall.  In previous years these opportunities have ranged from physical theatre, stage 
combat through to Greek theatre.  
 
 
 

 


