
The weekly newsletter of St Bartholomew’s School. 

   

HEALTH & WELLBEING DAY  
The weather smiles on us and Curnock are 
triumphant!  
Last Friday a total of over 10,000 km was 
walked by students, staff and parent volunteers 
all of whom completed a 6km walk across 
Speen Moor and our immediate catchment 
area. The weather was very kind and it was 
truly wonderful to see the students outside and 
enjoying a picturesque walk whilst chatting to 
their peers and the staff alike. 
 

 
11C2 on completing their walk 

This was the centrepiece of a day devoted to 
the health and wellbeing of our whole school 
community, which brought us all together after 
18 months of challenges and disruption to our 
normal routines and activities.  

We are delighted to announce that Curnock 
took 1st place in our whole school Health & 
Wellbeing Quiz, whilst Patterson took second 
place and Evers and Davis were 3rd and 4th 
respectively. All the students also had the 
opportunity to benefit from wellbeing 
workshops with Wales international rugby 
player, Andries Pretorius, and Lifestyle Coach, 
Tanya Lesley. 

The atmosphere in the school was fantastic 
and we were delighted with the engagement 
and enthusiasm we saw from the students 
through all the day's various activities. Our 
thanks to the over thirty parents who supported 
the walk by acting as marshals to ensure 
everybody was kept safe and stayed on the 
right paths!  

These students from 7P1 said, “it was nice to 
not be in lessons but I also liked it because we 
went through places I often wouldn’t have.”   

Hannah Bosley 

“I enjoyed the fact that we were ending the 
week with a nice walk. After the hectic House 
cross country and open evening, it was just a 
good bit of relaxation. The talks were also 
equally full of information about very 
important facts all St Bart’s students needed to 
know.”  

Miraya Srivastava 

“I liked going on the walk and doing different 
things instead of normal lessons because we 
got to learn things about our health and 
wellbeing.”   

Emily Johnstone 

So far, the sponsorship money which students 
and their parents have raised represents close 
to £1 for every kilometre walked and there is 
still time to boost this figure. If you have not 
done so already or, if you still have more to 
collect, please do visit our  

Donation Page and help us raise 
even more. 
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Y7 Evers & 
Patterson 
Bushcraft 
Residential 
Visit,  

Weds 6 & 
Thurs 7 Oct 

Blenheim 
Woods 

   

Y7CD 
Vocablics 

Thurs 7 Oct  

   

Y10 CCF Field 
Day 

Fri 8 Oct  

   
KS4 & KS5 
House Chess  

Fri 8 Oct C117 – 
12.10pm 

   
School 
Photographs 

Mon 11 Oct Y10 & select 
students as 
communicated 
by email 

   
Y10 Separate 
Science Day 

Weds 13 Oct  

   
Whole School 
Harvest 
Assembly 

Weds 13 Oct  

   

 

View all school events in our online calendar, 
click here to go straight there 

 

Please note the Monday 11 October’s Y13 
Business & Computing visit to BMW has been 
postponed as they are not yet receiving visitors. 

 
INTRODUCING THE 
GOVERNORS 
For new parents’ information, and as a 
reminder for other parents & carers, we’d like 
to give an overview of who the school’s 
Governors are and what they do. We’ll provide 
updates in future issues of BartholoNews. 
 
Who are the Governors? 
The Governing Board of St Bartholomew’s 
School is made up of 16-18 Governors (or 
Trustees) all of whom are volunteers. We are 
ably supported by our Clerk, who is an 
employee of the school. We are a mix of 
people who are either appointed (by the 
Members), co-opted (by the current 
Governors) or voted into office (by the 

parents). Governors are chosen for their skills, 
experience and expertise and – importantly – 
for their willingness to give up their free time 
for this essential role. 
 
What do Governors do? 
The role of the Governing Board is threefold: 
 

1. Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and 
strategic direction; 

2. Holding the headteacher to account for the 
educational performance of the school, and 
the performance management of staff;  

3. Overseeing the financial performance of the 
school and making sure its money is well 
spent. 

 
In an academy, those three responsibilities are 
significant, as the Governing Body is the 
school’s employer, and has many statutory 
responsibilities to ensure the academy is run 
effectively and is legally compliant. Find out 
more on the website.  
 
How do the governors work with the school? 
As Headteacher and Co-Headteacher, Ms 
Mortimore and Dr Fitter are responsible for 
the organisation and leadership of the school 
and carrying out the strategies set by the 
Governing Board. Legally, the Governing 
Board is responsible for finances, 
safeguarding, health and safety, as well as 
strategic leadership, although many 
responsibilities are delegated to the Leadership 
Team. 
 
The governors aim to support and challenge 
the school, which we do via a series of 
committees and other mechanisms. 
 
Getting hold of governors 
Governors attend many school events – and 
indeed we’ve already met parents and carers at 
the Y7 evening, the Y12 evening and the Open 
Evening. We’ve had useful conversations with 
several of you, and look forward to being at 
more of these events as the year goes on.  
 
If you want to discuss any aspect of school 
governance, please ask the school office to put 
one of us in touch with you: 
office@stbarts.co.uk 

Catie Colston,  
Chair of Governors 

https://www.stbarts.co.uk/about-2/term-calendar/
https://www.stbarts.co.uk/about-2/term-calendar/
https://www.stbarts.co.uk/about-2/governors/
https://www.stbarts.co.uk/about-2/governors/
mailto:office@stbarts.co.uk
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BARTS VALUES FOCUS WEEK 
Last week, our school 
community worked 
hard to demonstrate 
that we are 
TRUSTWORTHY 
and Year 7 came up 
with individualised 
TRUSTWORTHY Plans with their tutors. 
Key Stage 3 students were recognised as be 
TRUSTWORTHY by collecting 
TRUSTWORTHY Points throughout the 
week. In total, over 4000 points were awarded! 
A huge well done to all of our students.   

This week is 
SAFE Week. We 
believe that it is 
important to 
demonstrate this 
value by being 

happy, confident and responsible. We hope 
that our students learnt lots about positive 
mental health during our Wellbeing Day on 
Friday and that they can put some of what they 
have learnt into practice this week. Please 
remind your children that if they are ever 
feeling down, the best place to start a 
conversation about wellbeing is at the House 
Office or with their tutor. If they have 
something to tell us and don’t feel like they 
can do it face-to-face, we have a ‘tell 
someone’ button on the home page of every 
school computer. Alternatively, students can 
seek help, support and guidance online 
through Kooth: https://www.kooth.com/.   

VIRTUAL CAREERS EVENTS 
RateMyApprenticeship’s Virtual Event 
20 & 21 October 2021 
Featuring 15 of the best apprenticeship 
employers in the UK. Sign up here. 
 
Medical Work Experience Week in London  
24 to 30 October 2021. Sign up here. 
 
Visit our Y7-11 Virtual Careers Events 
webpage for more events. And a more 
comprehensive listing for older students is also 
available on the Sixth Form Hub: Careers and 
Study Opportunities page. 
 

VACANCIES 
 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: 
AFTERNOON RECEPTIONIST 

 
We are searching for a part-time Afternoon 
Receptionist to join us as soon as possible on a fixed 
term basis until 21 July 2022.  
 
We are looking for someone to be responsible for the 
main Reception ensuring that it is a pleasant and 
welcoming area, reflecting the ethos of the school in 
which all visitors and those contacting the school by 
telephone and email are made welcome and are dealt 
with courteously and professionally. You will 
effectively operate the switchboard and provide 
reception/administrative services. 
 
HOURS: 8 hours per week, Tuesday and Thursday 
12.45pm to 4.45pm, term-time only, plus 5 training 
days pro rata. 
 
SALARY: £18562.00 - £18933.00 gross pa (£9.62 - 
£9.81 per hour), pro rata for part-time, term-time. 
Starting salary equates to £3425.13 gross pa. 
 

For full details or to apply please visit:   
www.stbarts.co.uk 

 
Closing date: Sunday 17 October 2021 

 
Successful candidates will be subject to a DBS enhanced check 

along with other relevant employment checks.  
Tel: 01635 521255  

E-mail: recruitment@stbarts.co.uk 
 

CONSIDERATE 
PARKING REMINDER 
We would like to remind 
parents/carers about safe 
parking at the beginning and 

end of the school day. Inconsiderate parking 
causes obstruction and a risk of accidents. 
 
Please do not block the route through the site. 
Access is needed for emergency vehicles.  
 

https://www.kooth.com/
https://events.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/?utm_source=external-email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=rma-ve-2021&utm_content=rmave-schoolsmailing-launchemail
http://edu2.sprintsend.co.uk/b1/el.php?SID=7561681&STATID=730&LID=1488&FID=H
http://edu2.sprintsend.co.uk/b1/el.php?SID=7561681&STATID=730&LID=1488&FID=H
https://www.stbarts.co.uk/activities/careers/virtual-careers-events/
https://www.stbarts.co.uk/activities/careers/virtual-careers-events/
https://sites.google.com/stbarts.co.uk/st-barts-6th-form-hub/career-study-opportunities
https://sites.google.com/stbarts.co.uk/st-barts-6th-form-hub/career-study-opportunities
http://www.stbarts.co.uk/
mailto:recruitment@stbarts.co.uk
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When dropping off/collecting students please 
keep road junctions and driveways clear, in 
particular in Bartlemy Road, Mayfair Drive, 
Buckingham Road, Wendan Road and Fifth 
Road (including the area at Brown’s Meadow) 
and do not park on grass verges. 
 
Please also keep the entrance to the Sixth 
Form car park at Wormestall clear and not 
block cars parked in the area, to enable student 
drivers to exit safely. Please can we ask that 
parents do not park in the sixth form car 
park opposite the school exit gates at the end 
of the school day. It is a small car park and for 
the student's safety needs to be kept as clear as 
possible. Thank you. 
 

COLE RAISES £500! 
Cole (10D3) 
recently gave his 
sixth charity 
concert in aid of 
Wallace and 
Gromit’s 
Children’s 
Charity and raised 
over £500.  He 
played for about 
an hour, reciting 
eight pieces and 
an encore. He was 

joined for some of the pieces by his cello 
teacher and a pianist. For a version of Under 
Pressure (Queen and David Bowie) he was 
joined by his teacher, Ana, playing the bass 
line on cello. Cole played mostly the David 
Bowie parts on the cello and fellow Year 12 
student, Elliot Crouch, played mostly the 
Freddie Mercury parts on violin. Cole and 
Elliot are in Berkshire Youth Symphony 
Orchestra and Berkshire Camerata together as 
well as Newbury Music Centre’s Corelli 
String. Well done boys! 

HISTORY PODCAST  
Delve into the fascinating, individual stories of 
the Kings and Queens of England and the 
United Kingdom starting from 1066. From the 
chivalric warriors, to the hungry warmongers 
to the nefarious tyrants. Discover the 
monarchs at their most prestigious and most 

fragile. If you're studying a King or Queen in 
History, this is perfect! 
 

 
ST BART’S PARENTS 
ASSOCIATION EGM 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
Thank you to everyone who made it to our 
AGM last Wednesday. It was lovely to finally 
be able to meet in person and welcome new 
faces. Unfortunately, we were not able to elect 
a new Chair or Secretary. Parents Associations 
cannot run without officers and is now at risk 
of being disbanded. This would be real shame 
as our students really benefit from the money 
raised by the Parents Association. A letter to 
all parents will be sent out later this week with 
more details but in the meantime, please do 
contact us on stbartspa@gmail.com with any 
questions about what these two roles involve. 
Thank you. 

 
PE  
Wear Yellow in PE for Young Minds 
This Sunday marks 
the World Mental 
Health Day 2021. 
To mark this occasion, and to support the 
charity Young Minds, we would like to invite 
you to take part in Wear Yellow in PE Week. 
This will take place in all PE lessons and 
activities next week (11 – 15 Oct). Students 
are invited to wear YELLOW socks, tops, 
sweatshirts, hairbands, laces etc and we will be 

mailto:stbartspa@gmail.com
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collecting money for Young Minds. Please 
support us by bringing in loose change and 
wearing YELLOW. 

U13 Girls Football  
Our U13 Girls Football team had their first cup 
fixture of the year away against Wellington 
Academy. In torrential rain, they won 11-2: a 
fantastic performanc. Three of the goals were 
‘goals the season’ contenders! Jessie 
Archibald scored 5, Isla Hart scored 3, 
Bethany Maclean, Ellie Wiltshire and 
Francesca Warner all scored one. Player of the 
match was Isla Hart. The squad is below with 
a picture before they got soaked! Well done 
girls. 

Year 10 Sports Leaders 
The Year 10 Sports Leaders have made an 
excellent start to their Sports Leaders course. 
They were excellent Ambassadors at the recent 

Open Evening for PE where they helped to 
organise and lead the activities and they also 
helped with the House cross country. 

Well done to you all, a great start to the 
course! 

1st XV Rugby 
The school 1st XV played Park House in their 
first league fixture, narrowly losing 21-28. 
Even with eight of the usual starting line up 
unavailable due to injury, St Bart's took a 
squad of 25 players, all of whom played at 
least a third of the match, and everyone made a 
very strong account of themselves. 

Players of the match were Seb and Lukasz. 

The boys are looking forward to a rematch 
when the two schools meet again this week in 
round 2 of the National Vase at home on 
Luker Field. 

Find us: 

https://twitter.com/St_Barts_School
https://www.facebook.com/stbartsnewbury/



