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TREE STUMP SCULPTURE UNVEILED 
 

A striking tree sculpture, designed by Alice Wright 10D3, was unveiled 

in the school’s nature reserve on Friday 8 May. 

The design for the sculpture came about as a result of a whole school 

competition following the sad, but necessary, removal of a diseased 

horse chestnut tree.  The school was left with a large stump and it was 

decided this was a wonderful opportunity to turn it into something 

special for the school community to enjoy for years to come. 

There were nearly 20 entries from students across the school; of these 

four were shortlisted by the panel of judges.  These students developed 

their designs with advice from Mrs Roberts.  There were some 

impressive entries, but Alice’s won unanimous approval from the 

judges.  Her design is of a natural elliptical shape, with a viewing hole, 

detailing inspirational and aspirational words that represent the school’s 

ethos. 

Over the Easter holidays Mr Nick Speakman of 3DWood, who was 

among the judging panel, was commissioned to turn Alice’s design 

concept into 

reality. 

 

 

 

The stump sculpture adds to the growing 

range of points of interest in the nature 

reserve where students and staff can enjoy a 

wildflower meadow, orchard, wetland 

meadow, native hedge, pond-dipping area, 

bluebell wood, log pile, camera nesting box, 

moth trapping site and a giant bird-feeding 

structure. 

 

Pictured above, Alice Wright and left          

Ms Mortimore, Dr Fitter, Mr Speakman,   

Mrs Roberts and Alice with the runners up 

Will Osborne 10D1, Jasmine Hounslow 

10D1 and Emily Edwards 10D1. 
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LONG SERVING LIBRARIAN RETIRES 
 

A long serving and popular member of the 

support staff is retiring at the end of May.  The 

school librarian, Mrs Judith Thomas, has 

contributed enormously to school life and her 

expertise will be missed. 

Judith joined the 

school in 1991 as 

library assistant and 

four years later was 

promoted to librarian.  

Each year the school 

library hands out about 

20,000 books, 

including textbooks, 

which means over 

Judith’s 24 year career 

at St Bart’s more than 

400,000 books have 

been issued! Judith has 

been involved in so 

many activities and her expertise has been 

highly valued.  Among her many 

responsibilities, at some point she has been a 

member of the Literacy, Heritage, Careers and 

ICT committees, Secretary of the Common 

Room, was the last editor of the school 

Newburian magazine and has been a Support 

Staff Governor since 2011.  Most recently, the 

school library was refurbished over the Easter 

holidays and Judith was inspirational in 

developing an enlarged and vibrant learning 

area.   

Following Judith’s appointment to the school 

it quickly transpired that she not only loves 

books, but has a deep interest in local history. 

This saw her take responsibility for the 

school’s archives, delving into St Bart’s rich 

history and being involved in some fascinating 

projects. 

Speaking about her work at St Bart’s Judith 

said: “I have been privileged to be the school’s 

archivist and have spoken to so many 

interesting former students and staff about 

their family and connections to the school.  

Through these connections we were recently 

given a photograph which includes Alec Davis 

of Davis House, pictured when he was captain 

of the football team.   

 

“The work has also taken me to The National 

Archives where, a few years ago, I obtained 

the military records of Curnock and Patterson.  

I also spent hours in dusty cupboards and attics 

at the old Luker and Wormestall buildings 

before our move, 

digging out old 

school photographs.  

It is wonderful to 

see all the whole 

school photos, 

dating from 1865, 

reframed and 

displayed around 

the school.” 

Among Judith’s 

highlights in the 

library, she devised 

the Year 7 Reading 

Challenge in 1995 

which is very much enjoyed every year by the 

school’s younger students.  Students have 

celebrated success at the Kids’ Lit Quiz in 

Oxford, winning the regional heats in 2011 

and 2013 whilst in 2012 the school took 

second place in The Times Spelling Bee 

regional semi finals.  Every year authors visit 

the school to inspire students to read widely 

and develop their creative writing skills. 

One occasion particularly stands out from 

2009 when authors, the two Steves,  (Steve 

Barlow and Steve Skidmore) chose St Bart’s 

to launch their new book, Who wnts 2 no?”.  

Judith adds.  “I will miss hearing students 

recommending books to their friends that I 

have selected for the library and seeing a 

reluctant reader buried in a book, completely 

absorbed.” 

Judith’s plans for retirement include 

volunteering in local history libraries, 

researching family history and continuing with 

Russian studies. 

A retirement tea party was held on 18 May to 

thank Judith for her for her contribution to            

St Bart’s.  We wish her a long and happy 

retirement. 

Ms J Mortimore, Headteacher 
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TEN TORS 
On Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 May six       

Year 10 students completed the Ten Tors 

Challenge on Dartmoor. Tosin Sonubi, James 

Read, Pete Winsor, Eleanor Rollinson, Molly 

Pearce and Frankie Webb took on the toughest 

terrain and highest peaks in southern England, 

trekking unaided 35 miles over two days. 

Following a 5am alarm on Saturday morning, 

they completed 12 hours’ walking, relying on 

their navigational skills to reach the first six of 

their ten Tor checkpoints and carrying all their 

food, water, tents and other essentials.  

Almost finished 

 

After a short night’s sleep they were up again 

at 4am to prepare for another ten hours’ 

walking to complete their route within the time 

limit. The challenge is the ultimate measure of 

grit versus blisters together with team spirit 

versus everything the moor can throw at you.  

The team persevered through rain, wind, mist, 

sun, bogs and even more wind to come back 

tired but smiling at the end of their 35 miles to 

receive their finishers medals.  

At the cross 

 

CARNEGIE MEDAL SHADOWING 
WORKSHOP 
Creative literacy consultant and author, Dave 

Cryer, came to St Bartholomew’s School to 

work with over 30 students from Years 7 – 9 

who are shadowing this year’s Carnegie Medal 

shortlisted books. They meet each week in 

small groups to discuss the titles.  

There are eight books on the shortlist for what 

is considered to be the “gold standard” in 

children’s book awards, and each title was 

carefully considered by Dave before his 

audience was able to take part in various 

drama activities based on that title. Volunteers 

performed their scripts or improvisations to the 

rest of the group and were able to raise 

questions to aid their understanding and 

enjoyment of the individual titles. 

 

Everyone agreed it was a thoroughly enjoyable 

and worthwhile day and Dave read some 

tantalising extracts from books some of the 

students hadn’t yet attempted, but then wanted 

to borrow straight away. 

Dave Cryer is a former student of St Bart’s 

and was delighted to find an article he wrote 

under a pseudonym in a 1983 edition of the 

school’s former magazine, the Newburian. 

Thank you to Mr Evans, Mrs Joone and      

Miss Marshall for their help. 

Mrs Thomas, Librarian 
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YEAR 10 
STUDENTS TAKE A 
CHANCE 
Over the course of this 

school year a group of Year 10 students have 

been involved in a series of workshops as part 

of the Education Business Partnership/ 

Vodafone programme called Take a Chance.   

Alongside fellow students from Park House, 

Trinity, Kennet, The Downs, Theale Green, 

Little Heath and Denefield, our students have 

been working with Vodafone business buddies 

in mentoring sessions and workshops all at 

Vodafone HQ in Newbury.   

 

 

Each session has focussed on a different topic: 

Working with Others, Learning Styles, 

Presenting for Impact, Time Management and 

Positive Thinking.   Not only have these 

workshops been an excellent opportunity for 

them to learn and develop invaluable skills and 

grow in confidence, the programme has had 

the added bonus of giving them the chance to 

see inside a big international company and 

meet and work with both business people and 

other students. 

Congratulations go to Bukunmi Oluwande, 

Frankie Webb, George Pavitt, Alex Robinson, 

Leonie Taylor, Rochelle Black and Adrienne 

van Vuuren (pictured right with their 

Vodafone buddies).    

This successful personal development 

programme has been running now for eight 

years and follows an initial selection process 

which involves nominated Year 9 students 

taking part in an Enterprise Skills Day at 

Newbury Racecourse in the summer term.   

 

 

During this event, students from all 

participating schools take part in a number of 

fun enterprise challenges to assess their 

suitability for the Take a Chance programme 

itself in Year 10.  This year’s selection process 

will be coming up in preparation for Enterprise 

Skills Day on 1 July. 

 

 
 

YEAR 11 GRADUATION 
Year 11 enjoyed a celebratory 

morning on Friday 8 May 2015, the 

end of core teaching the previous 

day and students graduating, many with Merit 

or Distinction, following their hard work 

through GCSE and BTec courses.  The 

students enjoyed memories of their time 

throughout KS3 and KS4 and, as the year 

group which was the last to begin Year 7 in the 

old Luker building. 

There were fantastic musical contributions 

from David Goldberg, Tom Carr and Tom 

Valentine, and performances from Michael 

van der Zwaluw, Rosie Oliver, Declan Smith 

and Tilly Minchin, all of which received a 

tremendous response from the audience. 

Details will be posted in school regarding 

collection of Graduation Certificates. 

Mr N Cook, Assistant Headteacher 
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YEAR 7 AND YEAR 8 

STUDENTS FROM CHINA 
At the beginning of July we will 

welcome the arrival of six students (four girls 

and two boys) from the Aurora School in 

Shanghai.  We are now looking for students 

from either Year 7 or Year 8 and their families 

who are interested in acting as hosts to our 

visitors whilst they are here.   

By acting as a host student/family you will be 

providing our Chinese visitors with a 

wonderful opportunity to sample life both in a 

British home and in a British school.   

 

Last year’s visitors and St Bart’s hosts 

 

The group will be here from Wednesday 1
 
July 

to Wednesday 15 July and during their stay 

they will spend some time with us in 

school at St Bart’s as well as on days 

out visiting local places of interest. 

If you are interested and would like to 

find out more please come and see 

Mrs Gibbs at school in E130 or 

alternatively email agibbs@stbarts.co.uk  
 
 

DIARY DATES 
Mon 18 May Y9 Practice Exams 

Fri 22 May Y13 Last Day of Formal  

  Teaching 

Half Term – Monday 25 – Friday 29 May 

Mon 1 June Y13 Study Leave Begins 

Fri 5 June School Officers’ Training 

  St Cassian’s, depart 12.30pm 

Sat 6 June School Officers’ Training 

Mon 15 June Y12 Return from Study Leave 

 

CALENDAR UPDATE 

Thursday 4 June, Y9 CD Geography trip will 

now take place on Tuesday 2 June. 

EVERS NEWS 
It has been a busy time for 

celebrations in the Evers house 

recently.  Before we look at our 

House achievements we would 

like to congratulate our Year 11 students on 

graduating.  It’s been a busy time for them as 

they prepare for their GCSEs.  Their 

graduation ceremony on Friday was a time 

where we could all look back at the happy 

memories the year group have shared over the 

last five years.  We wish them all the very best 

with their GCSE exams. 

It is also nearly time to say farewell to our 

Year 13 students who will be leaving us to 

prepare for their final A Level exams very 

soon. We wish them all the best in their exams 

and for their future! 

As our Year 13s leave it means that it is time 

to thank the outgoing Evers House Captains 

Ben Rees and Molly Nobbs and our Deputy 

House Captains Oliver Norman and Sadie 

Henderson, for all of their hard work over the 

last year.   

This term we are happy to award students for 

their consistent effort and participation in the 

House. 

Bronze Award 

7E1 7E2 

Gemma Loosen Joanna Pires 

Lawrence Baker Adam Greenwood 

Aaron Baker Scott Richardson 

Molly Harkness David Grace 

Aidan McCourt James Oakes 

Charlotte Dobson Samuel Potter 

Maddie Barnes Rhys Price 

Esme Layton  

Ilona Royston  

Alfie Morse  

William Freer  

7E3 

Eleanor MacIndoe Ivan Knyazev 

Lucy Smith Max Smith 

Anna Kaesser Lauren Monjack 

Kate Butt Ffion Murray 

Frankie Lochhead Joseph Nobbs 

Lucy West Daniel Hyde 

Fran Smith Joanna Pires 

Pippa Brown  
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Silver Awards 

8E2 

Maddy Smith 

Oliver Paul 

Izzy Sutton 

Rueben Kularia 

James Wilkinson 

Seth Dawson 

 

Junior Awards 

10E1 10E2 

James Bird Ben Beckwith 

Ashleigh Carter Gabriel Berger 

Luke Davies Ellena Butt 

Oscar Day Joanne Carter 

Eleanor Davis Sam Donaghue 

Skye Harkness Fionn Grady 

Oliver Harvey Abby Graham 

Nick Haynes Amber Layton 

Jake Mavis Anna Linehan 

Rhian Stanton Ben Salmon 

Dhanya Thomas Izzy Sanderson 

Natasha Vanner Michael Seath 

Sam Warriner Caitlin Watters 

Michelle Willmer Callum Wyatt 

Anna Yule  

 

AREA ATHLETICS 
The U15 and U17 girls and boys athletics 

teams took part in the Area Athletics 

Championships at Palmer Park on Friday         

8 May.  This year St Bart’s PE department 

organised and ran the event. 

The U15 girls came 2
nd

 from ten schools and 

U17 girls were 2
nd

 from 12 schools. 

The U15 boys were 1
st
 from 11 schools and 

the U17 boys came 3
rd

 from nine schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

The following athletes came either 1
st
 or 2

nd
 

and have qualified for the County 

Championships on Saturday 13 June. 

U15 girls: Molly Dummet 1500m, Davina 

Emetulu long jump, Mia Eldridge shot, Lauren 

Bell discus. 

U17 girls: Georgia Featherstone 200m, 

Annabel Mangan 300m, Suzie Drake 1500m, 

Freya Eva triple jump, Harriet Roach triple 

jump, Rosie Stanton javelin. 

U15 boys: Josh Douglas triple jump, Harry 

Seymour shot, Sam Davis discus, Sam Hart 

1500m, Alex Colston 800m, Dan Rees 200m. 

U17 boys: Nicholas Haynes 100m and hurdles, 

Tom Murrell 1500m, Tom Murphy high jump, 

Callum Hambrecht shot. 

 

 

TENNIS 
The Year 9/10 boys played their first of their 
AEGON tennis league matches.  They beat 

Windsor Boys’ School very convincingly so 

congratulations to Harvey Rainbow, Tom Webster, 

Archie Perks and Stephen Chool who stepped in at 

the last minute and played fantastically. 

The Year 7/8 girls played away against Downe 

House and had some very close games but came 

out with an overall win with four games to two.  

This was a brilliant result considering the strong 

winds they had to play in.  Well done to Maddy 

Mitton, Emma Downie, Jessica Harrison and 

Megan Bowey. 

Also, the Year 7/8 boys played their match against 

The Dolphin School.  We normally face this school 

in the semi finals, but were drawn against them 

early in the league.  It was a tough match and all 

the boys played excellently, however Dolphin took 

the win.  Well done to Will Fyall, Will Joseph, 

Gareth Lewis and Yuri O’Keeffe. 

 


