
   
 

   
 

   Carnegie Award Winner visits Newbury local school  

St Bartholomews 

Author of the Carnegie winning book, Buffalo Soldier, Tanya Landman 

recently visited the secondary school. Their students had the mind-blowing opportunity to 

interview her for their school report day and she gave the students questions to answer to 

create their own stories. They then went on to write an opening for their stories.   

Tanya is a well-known writer who has won awards for some of her books. After interviewing 

her we discovered that she didn't really have inspiration to start her books off and just came 

up with a sentence and went on from there. When she was younger she didn't think of 

becoming a writer, but she used to go on journeys with her mum and created them but didn't 

write them down. She says she took five years to write her Carnegie winning novel, Buffalo 

Soldier but the style of book caused problems with publishing in America, due to it being 

about their history and they disagreed to it being published in America. 

The children say that, 'It was great fun to talk to her and what we have learnt about story 

writing was inspirational'. 

She informed us that her favourite book she has written is the Buffalo Soldier, which many 

people would agree to. She went on to say that she would love to write more books and earn 

some more medals if she could. 

Her Carnegie award winning novel was inspired by the cowboy and Indians that she used to 

love watching. She wrote about the side they didn't show on the tv show, which was where 

they were portrayed, as she put it, 'white-washed' with actors that didn't look anything like 

they would have in those times. The fact she portrayed it accurately may be why it was 

denied, or as she says, 'banned' from America.       

Over all it was a lovely day and they would love her to come again. 

This report was written by Cameron Fitz and Abigail Cogan 

 

 


