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HEADTEACHER’S MESSAGE

Dear Parents/Carers,
As we are now in the fifth
week of remote learning
this term, I would like to
thank everyone for their
tremendous efforts in
making this so successful.
It is great to see students
continuing to make good
progress and I know
parents’ support has
contributed to this, which we really appreciate.
We have all had to learn new skills.
As you will be aware, the Government has
now announced that the earliest schools will
reopen will be 8 March 2021, but we are
expecting more information after half term,
which we will duly consider and update you
on afterwards. In terms of updates, the
Government’s consultation on how GCSE, AS
and A level grades should be awarded in
Summer 2021 has now closed, so by March
we would hope for further information on the
decision from this and will plan from there to
ensure that St Bart’s students secure the best
outcomes they deserve this summer. Each
week, we are continuing to test all students
and staff in school to ensure we operate safely,
and we are again awaiting further information
as to the requirements of us regarding testing
when schools fully reopen.
Lastly, in this week that is Children’s Mental
Health Week, with the theme this year being
‘Express yourself’, may I remind you that
during lockdown it is even more important to
find ways to express ourselves, to share
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feelings, thoughts or ideas. Here at St Bart’s,
your Houses and staff are keen to continue to
hear your news and support you if you have
any worries or concerns, so please keep
communicating.
Three years ago, our
students marked
Children’s Mental
Health Week by
planting a
‘Positivitree’, which
is still going strong
and gives us hope
for more positive
times ahead.
Please continue to take care and stay safe.
Ms J A Mortimore
Headteacher

CHARLIE RUNS MORE THAN
150KM IN JANUARY

Charlie (8C2) ran more
than 151.67km last month.
Charlie set himself the
challenge of running every
day and that is exactly
what he did. He is proud
to have made a virtual
journey to Exmouth; a
very special place to his
family. Charlie committed
himself whole-heartedly,
either running at
lunchtime or after his last lesson and then also
at the weekend, come rain or snow!
Congratulations Charlie on your superb
achievement. We hope this will inspire others
to get out running!
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KENYAN SCHOOL PARTNERS

We are pleased that our partnership with Ulafu
Secondary School Kenya is taking shape.
After almost a year out of school due to
Covid-19, Ulafu Secondary School
Community are back to school despite the
challenges of Covid-19 containment measures.
Last week the student leadership steering the
partnership activities met to chat about the
way forward on projects in line with the global
themes that we are working on. Listed below
are some of their resolutions.
• Start preparations for vegetable planting.
The nursery has already been prepared for
planting
• Establish tree nursery before the end of the
term.
• Produce posters to sensitise the school and
community on waste management.
• Sensitise the students on issues around
gender equality in the upcoming prefect
elections so as to have a more inclusive
student council.

Congratulations to the following students who
have gained the most KUDOS points so far
this term. Your names will go into the draw on
Friday 12 February. WELL DONE!!!
Year 7

Name
Rishik Kar
Lauren Bailey
Amos Fitch
Miley Cook
Benjamin Lawson
Nandini Agarwal
Max Charlton
Constance Dole

Year 8

Name
Lucy Jones
Edith Rivers
Jacob Avery
Ruby Roots
Gwen Wharry
Mathys Engela

Year 9

Tutor
7P1
7P1
7P1
7D2
7D2
7P1
7P1
7E2
Tutor
8E2
8E2
8E2
8E2
8E3
8P2

Name
Daisy-Ann Lukacs-Mann
Aidan Moffat
India Duly
Angel Nwokporo

The students working on the program in their meeting last week.

The St Bart’s student committee will do more
work on this when they return to school. Watch
this space for further updates.

Year 10

PANCAKE FLIPPING SCIENCE
Tuesday 16 February 2021, 5-6pm
“Flipping Great: Perfect
Pancake Science” is a free
webinar, from UK Food
Science, for Key Stage 3
students and their families.
They will explore the
brilliant science that helps
create the pancakes and accompaniments we
all love and enjoy. Science doesn’t just have to
happen in the laboratory! To register for this
event click here.

Name
Ruby Edgar
Maisie Lee
Luisa Sutherland
Eva Sliwinski
Heinrich Engela
Lila How
Matis Dessiaume
Charlie Flight
Sofia Hickmore
Muhammed Islam
William Makant
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Kudos
26
23
23
22
22
22
22
22
Kudos
29
28
24
24
24
24

Tutor
9E2
9E1
9E2
9P3
Tutor
10C2
10C2
10C2
10C3
10P1
10P1
10C3
10C2
10C2
10C1
10C1

Kudos
24
23
21
21
Kudos
14
14
14
11
11
11
11
11
10
10
10

Jemima Sugden
Lauren Woodley
Year 11
Name
Ellie-Louise Walsh
Annabel Grant
Rhianna Bailey
Millie Repton
Lucy Godwin
Sixth Form
Name
Ethan Sheard
Adam Greenwood
Eleanor MacIndoe
Sophia Chessum

10C3
10D1
Tutor
11P1
11D1
11P1
11D2
11D3
Tutor
C5
E1
E3
D4

learnt that I should try to use the words of the
question in every paragraph.”
Year 9 student

10
10
Kudos
15
14
13
13
13

“I found out that I can write a really good
argument and acknowledge the weakness in
someone’s argument. I can connect ideas and
learned Sociology concepts.”
Year 9 student
What skills did you develop?
"We got to refine our critical thinking skills
and learned how to write and reference
extended essays – I have never done this
before. I’ve also learned some resilience; I
know to keep going because if you start
something, you should finish it and have that
sense of achievement”
Year 8 student

Kudos
17
15
15
14

YEAR 8
SCHOLAR
SUCCESS

How have your ambitions changed after
taking part in this workshop?
“We learned that we should always do the best
we can. We can use our experience to help us
secure a highly selective place at one of the
top universities – and it looks great on a C.V. I
feel like I have more confidence and it has
helped me to believe in myself more”
Year 8 student

Our scholarship
students attended Sociology lessons
throughout the Autumn term in 2020. Our
students showed excellence in their ability to
write A-Level standard essays and remarkable
resilience; we had to adhere to Covid
regulations and negotiate with online learning.
The essay title they submitted was: ‘Critically
analyse the extent to which our outdated
Education Paradigm is the most important
influence on education inequality. Describe
one strategy that schools could use to make
education equal for all students’.

VIRTUAL CAREERS EVENTS

NHS Virtual Careers Evening
Tuesday 9 February, 17:00 – 19:00
This event will take place on Microsoft Teams
and feature a selected range of careers
available within the NHS. Join through
EventBrite.

We congratulate the following students on
their results:
Leo Whitter 2:2
Kai Bristow 2:1
Jess Dent 2:1
Jack Dent 2:1
Ethan Ward 1st

National Apprenticeship Week 2021
8-14 February
Amazing Apprenticeships have gathered
together a list of events happening to mark
NAW, hosted by a number of higher education
organisations and companies from Nottingham
Trent University to BMW. View the list here.

What did you learn?
“I didn’t think I would do as well as I have. I
wrote an essay that is at A-Level Standard –
wow! I am happy that I stuck to the question. I

Bucks Skills Hub is supporting National
Apprenticeship Week with two free afterschool live virtual events for secondary school
students, parents and carers. Find out more
here.

Amelia Celmer 1st
Charlie Murphy 1st
Juliet Kielborn 1st
Johan Giaver-Enger 2:1
Jenson Weatherhead 2:1
Abi Hamblin 2:1
Alisha Prout 2:2
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GEOGRAPHY’S SUSTAINABLE
SWAPS

HSBC Work Experience
Jun-Aug 2021 (deadline 21 February 2021)
Work experience includes the opportunity to
gain hands-on experience in retail,
commercial, operational or head office areas,
shadowing colleagues and working on a live
project. More information here…

This is the final idea on sustainable swaps
from the Geography department. We hope you
have enjoyed reading them.

We have created a Virtual Careers Events
page on our website. Keep up to date here…

Don’t forget you can follow the Geography
Department on Instagram @stbartsgeog

FOLLOW YOUR HOUSE ON
INSTAGRAM
curnockhouse
davis_barts
evers_stbarts
stbartspatterson
Signs of spring at St Bart’s by Ms Zajdzik
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INTERMEDIATE MATHS
CHALLENGE

These were
awarded to the
schools who
had more than
25% of students
taking part in a
key stage. Some
achieved
greater than
50%. This is
impressive considering the number of students
home learning.

Congratulations to these students who have
been invited to take part in the follow on
Kangaroo rounds of the Intermediate Maths
Challenge in March 2020.
Grey Kangaroo
James Gibbons 10D2 - Merit
Alex Scourfield 10E1 - Merit
Mabel Rayner 10C2 - Qualification
Aadi Kamath 10E1 - Qualification
Mohammad Andagi 10P1 - Qualification

County Results
The winners from each School Games area
take part in the county event. Certificates are
awarded to the year group, (not the individual
class) it's a TEAM effort! We also went on to
get Gold for the whole County competition in
the Year 9 category! Thank you to every St
Bart`s student that took part.

Pink Kangaroo
Oliver Davey 11P2 - Merit
Jennifer Scourfield E6 - Qualification
Olivia Moore C1 - Qualification
Amit Manna 11E2 - Qualification
Good luck to them and all the other students
sitting the Intermediate Maths Challenge 2021
this week.

We have now
launched the
second event:
Winter
Olympics. You
can find all the
details on how
to take part and
how to submit
your scores
within your PE work on SMHW set at the time
that your PE lessons are timetabled for.

PE

We have entered the Berkshire Secondary
Schools School Sports Games. This involves
taking part in virtual challenges against other
schools.
The first challenge that we have set all Year 7,
8, 9, 10 and 11 students, as part of their PE
menu on SMHW, has been the Fitness Frenzy.
You can see the results here.

St Bart’s PE Challenge
This week the PE
Department have
been setting Year 7,
8, 9, 10 and 11 a St
Bart`s Challenge as
part of their PE menu
on SMHW.

Despite an incredibly hectic start to the new
year in schools, a phenomenal 57 schools and
3500 students took part in event one of the
spring series- Fitness Frenzy. This includes 9
schools, 991 students from Key Stage 3.
West Berkshire Schools Results
Year 7: 1st The Downs, 2nd St Bart`s, 3rd
Theale Green
Year 8: 1st The Downs, 2nd Theale Green, 3rd
St Bart`s
Year 9: 1st St Bart`s, 2nd The Downs,

You can see the top 3
girls and top 3 boys
in each group and
photos of students
completing the tasks
here.

We have also been awarded a Spirit of the
Games Award.
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More Staff & Students Join HIIT Training
The PE
Department ran
their second
weekly breakfast
HIIT training
workout on
Friday 29 January
at 8am. This week
34 people took
part in the session
and this included
students and members of staff. Please spread
the word about this opportunity and encourage
others to take part.
This week a special guest will be taking the
session! The link will
be available to all PE
groups on SMHW.

TALKING THERAPIES

Talking
Therapies is a
free NHS
service here to
support the
residents of
Berkshire aged
17+ who may be struggling with difficulties
including: low mood, anxiety and stress at this
unprecedented time. They are currently
offering a 4 week Stress Less course which
you can access via the comfort of your own
home. For more information please visit the
website.

Well done to Vishal
(7C2) who emailed
us some pictures of
himself taking part in
the session. Please
feel free to email
Miss Ostinelli,
nostinelli@stbarts.co.uk some pictures of
yourself taking part in the session next week.
PE in School
PE staff have
been in school
every week
during lockdown
to provide
opportunities for
the students who
are in school to
take part in some
physical and
activity and sport.

SUPPORT DURING THE SCHOOL
CLOSURE
Don’t forget that we have compiled a list of
useful services for those in need during this
difficult time. You can view it here.
We’re also maintaining an archive of
communications. You may find it useful to
refer to these documents here and to back
issues of Bartholonews, here.

Pictured are some
of the students
taking part in the
Virtual School
Sports Games challenge two, Winter Olympics
as part of their PE lesson this week.

Find us:
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